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ABSTRACT: Understanding the ecological interactions that underlie marine ecosystem functioning requires sufficient data describing habitat use by mobile species. Hawksbill turtles Eretmochelys imbricata are considered a key species in coral reef-associated communities, owing to
their specific foraging preferences, yet new information is still revealing details of the spatial
and temporal aspects of habitat use. We used passive acoustic telemetry to monitor the movements of 18 juvenile hawksbills (minimum curved carapace length: 32.0−59.7 cm, mean ± SD =
43.9 ± 6.7 cm) at a developmental foraging site in a Mesoamerican barrier reef, Lighthouse Reef
Atoll in Belize (tracking duration 10−1414 d, mean ± SD = 570 ± 484 d). Although specific home
ranges were difficult to quantify, several turtles showed high site fidelity over timescales of
months to years, with occasional wide-ranging use of the atoll. Diel variation in the number of
detections received strongly suggest nocturnal resting. Long-term tracking data reveal 3 degrees of site fidelity across the atoll, based on the number of detection days near individual stations: high residency (n = 4 turtles), sequential residency (n = 5), and transient behavior (n = 4).
These variations in movement raise questions about the differentiation of foraging habitats and
degree of individual specialization within this population, as well as the influences of microhabitats and human disturbance.
KEY WORDS: Spatial ecology · Home range · Belize · Habitat use · Site fidelity · Marine
megafauna · World Heritage Site

INTRODUCTION
With the host of anthropogenic threats that tropical
marine ecosystems are currently facing, our understanding of the processes that regulate biodiversity
within these ecosystems becomes increasingly important (Gardner et al. 2003, Halpern et al. 2008). Coral
reefs are highly complex ecological communities,
hosting numerous interdependent interactions across
taxonomic levels, from sponges to mega-vertebrates,
*Corresponding author: rachel@maralliance.org

including sharks and marine turtles (Paulay 1997,
Moberg & Folke 1999). The decline of coral reefs ultimately affects populations of these mobile species,
some of which are already threatened by direct exploitation (Jones et al. 2004, Pratchett et al. 2011,
Humber et al. 2014). In some cases, marine protected
areas (MPAs) have been successful in safeguarding
biodiversity, or at least in preventing the decline of
some reef-associated communities that have been degraded by human exploitation (Halpern 2003, Mora
© The authors 2017. Open Access under Creative Commons by
Attribution Licence. Use, distribution and reproduction are unrestricted. Authors and original publication must be credited.
Publisher: Inter-Research · www.int-res.com

310

Endang Species Res 32: 309–319, 2017

2008, Selig & Bruno 2010). However, implementation
of conservation measures such as MPAs depends on
sufficient knowledge of how mobile organisms interact with their habitats and how this behavior may
change over time.
The hawksbill turtle Eretmochelys imbricata is a
circumtropically distributed species that recruits to
coral reef systems after an oceanic post-hatching
phase. In the Caribbean, this ontogenetic shift
generally occurs at 20 to 35 cm carapace length
(Boulon 1994, Bolten 2003). Juveniles are thought
to show high site fidelity within these developmental habitats, maintaining a small home range
for extended periods, with individuals selecting
different microhabitats depending on size or ontogenetic stage (van Dam & Diez 1998, Blumenthal
et al. 2009a, Wood et al. 2013). Although their
feeding ecology remains poorly understood, hawksbills are known to feed on a range of reef-associated invertebrates, with sponges forming a major
part of the diet of older juveniles and adults (Carr
& Stancyk 1975, Meylan 1988, León & Bjorndal
2002). Such specialization suggests that hawksbill
foraging ecology plays a critical role in shaping
coral reef systems, since the species preferred by
these turtles have the potential to outcompete
corals without top-down control (Meylan 1988, Hill
1998, León & Bjorndal 2002). As the largest spongivore in most Caribbean reef systems, hawksbill
populations will likely be impacted by shifts in
coral reef assemblages and sponge mortality events
(Lessios 1988, Meylan 1988, Hughes 1994, Wulff
2006).
In recent years, a wide range of techniques have
been used in coral reef environments to begin to
describe the ecology of hawksbills. These have
ranged from engaging recreational divers (Williams
et al. 2015) and photo-identification (Dunbar et al.
2014) to using towed underwater video (Walcott et
al. 2014). Tracking technologies have included radio
telemetry (Berube et al. 2012), active acoustic telemetry (van Dam & Diez 1998, Scales et al. 2011),
and passive acoustic telemetry (Blumenthal et al.
2009b, Okuyama et al. 2010, Hart et al. 2012).
Active acoustic telemetry, in which focal animals
are repeatedly located using a small vessel-based
directional hydrophone system, has previously
revealed that juvenile hawksbill turtles inhabiting
Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Belize, have more extensive
home ranges than those inhabiting other developmental sites in the Caribbean (Scales et al. 2011),
although the nature of data acquisition necessitated
short tracking durations (< 25 d). Passive acoustic

telemetry is a technique by which focal animals can
be tracked using a fixed array of hydrophones, previously used extensively with marine mammals
(e.g. Soldevilla et al. 2014, Miller et al. 2015),
where animals are detected from their vocalizations,
and fish, where animals are equipped with individualized transmitters that are detected by receivers
(Heupel & Hueter 2001, Rhodes & Tupper 2008,
Rowell et al. 2015). Although it can be costly in
terms of the initial financial input for receivers and
transmitters, and the routine maintenance of equipment, this long-term monitoring enables the continuous collection of data not influenced by survey effort
or observer presence (Lowe et al. 2006, Cooke
2008, Zeh et al. 2015).
Here, we aimed to further elucidate use of this
major Caribbean developmental site by describing
medium- to long-term movement patterns of juvenile
hawksbill turtles. More specifically, our tracking
study aimed to (1) evaluate evidence of long-term
site fidelity and (2) discern the scale and pattern of
movement among individuals.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Study site
Lighthouse Reef Atoll (LRA), located approximately 70 km from mainland Belize, is the most
remote of the country’s 3 offshore atolls (Fig. 1). Five
cayes and 2 MPAs (Blue Hole N atural Monument,
BHNM, established in 1996: 4.1 km2 total area; and
Half Moon Caye N atural Monument, HMCN M,
established in 1982: 39 km2 total area) are within the
reef-fringed atoll. BHN M and HMCN M are yearround no-take zones, forming part of the Belize Barrier Reef UN ESCO World Heritage Site established
in 1996 (Cho 2005). The outer edge of the atoll is spur
and groove forereef, which gradually leads to a vertical wall of coral reef, with the shallow lagoon area
consisting mostly of sand and patch reef (Perkins &
Carr 1985).
As in other coral reef systems (Pilcher et al. 2015),
hawksbills, green turtles Chelonia mydas, and loggerhead turtles Caretta caretta are found in a mixedspecies aggregations at LRA, with hawksbills the
most commonly sighted species. Sightings and capture data extending over several years have suggested that the atoll is an important developmental
site for juvenile hawksbills and perhaps a stopover
foraging site for breeding females (Scales et al. 2011,
Graham et al. 2015).
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tles were typically sighted at the surface of the water
by snorkelers, who then alerted 1 to 2 free divers designated as turtle catchers. Once a turtle was captured, it was brought aboard an 8 m panga for measurements and transmitter attachment. Data recorded
at time of capture included GPS location (Garmin
GPS 72H), and water depth (m) (hand-held depth
sounder, Hawkeye H22PX). Minimum curved carapace length (CCLmin, Bolten 1999) was measured, as
was mass (using either a 20 or 50 kg spring scale and
a mesh net). All turtles were tagged with metal
Inconel tags on both front flippers.

Acoustic tracking

Fig. 1. Study site, Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Belize (17° 19’ 44’’ N,
87° 33’ 3’’ W), with the locations of 18 Vemco VR2W Single
Channel acoustic receivers (69 kHz) and designated marine
protected areas (Blue Hole Natural Monument, BHNM, and
Half Moon Caye Natural Monument, HMCNM)

Turtle capture
Hawksbill turtles were captured on the southwestern forereef of LRA and close to Stns 6, 7, and 8, with
the exceptions of turtles C and Q, which were captured and released near Stns 5 and 9, respectively
(Fig. 1). This area was chosen for its abundance of
turtle sightings during transect surveys and because
weather and sea conditions limited capture effort on
the eastern side of the atoll (Scales et al. 2011). Tur-

Suitable turtles (mass > 5 kg) were fitted with
Vemco V16-6H 69 kHz coded transmitters (16 mm
diameter, 17.3 g weight in water, 162 dB power output, 1850 d battery life). Each tag emitted a unique
series of 8 pings at random intervals so that individuals could be identified when in range of a receiver
within the array, along with date and time information. Transmitters were attached to the posterior marginal scutes of the carapace to minimize drag and
maintain submergence even when the turtle was at
the surface. The application site on the carapace was
first cleaned using a metal paint scraper and coarse
sandpaper to remove epibionts and provide a clean
surface for attachment. The site was wiped with acetone to remove excess oils and dirt, then allowed to
dry. A 2-part marine epoxy (Goop Marine Fix Fast 2
Epoxy Paste, Power Fastners Pure2k) was used to
attach the receiver to the carapace. The turtle remained on the boat while the epoxy set, and was then
released near the site of capture. Total time between
capture and release was less than 2 h.
Eighteen Vemco VR2W Single Channel receivers
(69 kHz) were placed at locations throughout LRA,
with 16 placed along the forereef perimeter and 2
within the lagoon area inside the BHNM (Fig. 1). Receivers were non-overlapping, and average distance
between receivers was 5.5 km (SD ± 2.9, range =
0.2−12.2 km). Receivers were removed briefly (< 24 h)
at least every 6 mo throughout the study period for
battery changes and data retrieval.

Data analysis
To evaluate the scale of movement by turtles, 2 displacement measurements were calculated based on
the stations where each transmitter was detected. We
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estimated maximum displacement using the straightline distance between the 2 most distant detectionpositive stations during the entire monitoring period
for each turtle. We calculated an additional measurement, viz. circular displacement, to quantify displacement in relation to forereef habitat, since maximum
displacements usually spanned the lagoon, i.e. habitat not often used by hawksbills (Scales et al. 2011).
Circular displacement was calculated by summing
the straight-line distance between all stations between
and including the 2 most distant detection-positive
stations. Displacement values were only produced
for individuals for which detections were recorded at
more than 1 station (n = 16). We measured diel displacement for individuals detected at more than 1
station within a 24 h period (n = 4).

Effects of size
We used a paired t-test to test for differences between the 2 displacement measurements. The effects
of size (as CCLmin and log-transformed mass) on maximum displacement and circular displacement were
tested using a generalized linear mixed-effects model,
with number of tag days as a random effect to account for varying tag duration among individuals.

Residency
We specified 2 metrics for each transmitter: detection days, i.e. the number of days on which at least
one station detected the transmitter; and tag days,
the number of days between tag attachment and the
last day a detection was received from that tag. To
evaluate the proportion of time in which each turtle
was detected near each station, we calculated a
residency metric using the percentage of detectionpositive days for each station out of the turtle’s total
detection days. We analyzed the relationship between
displacement and tag duration using Pearson’s product-moment correlation test.

Diel variation
Differences in detection frequencies over the day−
night cycle were assessed by calculating the average
number of detections per turtle during each hour of
the 24 h period (sunrise = 06:00 h, sunset = 18:00 h
based on local sunrise/sunset times). We then calculated a mean across individuals.

All data analyses were performed using R, with
graphs created using the ‘ggplot2’ package and
mixed effects models run using the ‘nlme’ package
(Wickham 2009, R Core Team 2014, Pinheiro et al.
2015). All mapping was completed using QGIS
(QGIS Development Team 2009). Unless otherwise
noted, mean results are presented with standard
deviation.

RESULTS
Monitored individuals
Twenty-two hawksbills were captured and fitted
with acoustic transmitters over 2 field seasons. Transmissions were received by receiving stations at LRA
for 18 of these individuals (see Tables S1 & S2 in the
Supplement at www.int-res.com/articles/suppl/n032
p309_supp.pdf). Turtles C to H were caught in 2009
over a 10 d period and turtles I to V were caught in
2010 over 24 d. All turtles equipped with transmitters
were juveniles (Witzell 1983, < 65 cm CCLmin for
juveniles), with CCLmin ranging from 32.0 to 59.7 cm
(mean = 43.9 ± 6.7 cm; Fig. 2a). Body mass ranged
from 5.7 to 34.0 kg (mean = 12.8 ± 7.8 kg). The number of tag days varied from 10 to 1414 d, with a mean
number of days between first and last transmission of
570 ± 484 d. Twelve turtles had transmission periods
lasting over 300 d, with 4 of those individuals transmitting for over 1000 d after tag attachment (Table S3
in the Supplement).

Displacement
There was no significant difference between maximum (linear) displacement (range = 6.8−39.8 km,
mean = 19.1 ± 9.7 km) and circular displacement values (range = 6.8−45.8 km, mean = 20.3 ± 11.2 km) for
individuals that transmitted at more than 1 station
(n = 16; t = 2.08, df = 15, p > 0.05).
Turtles tended to stay within range of a single receiver for at least 24 h, although 4 animals (G, M, O,
and S) were detected at multiple stations within a
24 h period. These diel displacements (based on distances between receivers) ranged from 2.9 to 16.5 km
(mean = 8.1 ± 4.9 km). We detected no significant
effect of turtle size on the extent of spatial displacement (Fig. 2b,c, Table S4).
We found marked differences between the number
of detections received during hours of daylight and
those received during hours of darkness (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 2. Size and relative distance traveled by juvenile hawksbill turtles Eretmochelys imbricata successfully monitored with
passive acoustic transmitters at Lighthouse Reef Atoll, Belize, in 2009 and 2010 (n = 18). Triangular data points signify individuals that had fewer than 10 detection days. (a) Size distribution using minimum curved carapace length (CCLmin, cm). (b) Comparison of CCLmin with maximum (straight-line) displacement between stations where each turtle was detected. (c) Comparison of CCLmin with circular (sum of inter-station distances) displacement. Only turtles detected at more than 1 station were
included in (b) and (c)

vidual movements over time presented different behavioral patterns
which could be classified as (1) residents (n = 4 turtles), (2) sequential residents (n = 5), and (3) transients (n = 4).
Turtles that were considered ‘residents’ (G, L, M, and T) showed high
site fidelity and, although recorded
at multiple stations, spent the majority
of their time (60, 92, 96, and 100%,
respectively) at a single location
(Fig. 4: Turtle M; Fig. S1 in the Supplement). Sequential residents showed
site fidelity at multiple locations within
the atoll, spending several weeks or
months near one station before moving to a different location and remaining there for several weeks or months
(Fig. 4: Turtle K; and see Fig. 5). IndiFig. 3. Diel variation in transmitter detections calculated as the mean (with SE)
viduals exhibiting transient behavior
number of detections per juvenile hawksbill turtle. Black bars denote night
were detected at multiple stations
time hours; white bars denote daylight hours (and dawn/dusk) based on local
within the array over several weeks,
times. A higher number of detections during daylight hours was most likely
remaining around one area for a short
due to changes in activity, with nocturnal resting leading to a significant
period of time (days) before moving
decrease in the number of detections
on to another area (Fig. 4: Turtle S;
Fig. S2).
Assessing the movements of individuals between
Long-term patterns of movement
stations over time also highlighted 3 turtles with
near-synchronous movement patterns (Fig. 5). All 3
Of the 18 stations, Stns 7, 8, and 9 were the most
turtles initially remained resident at the same station
frequently visited. These stations were all located on
(Stn 7) for several months, before they were subsethe southwestern forereef at LRA, close to turtle capquently detected at a different station (Stn 5) within
ture locations (see Table S2 for proportion of detec1 h of each other. This synchronization of movements
tions at each station). For transmitters that received
apparently continued between several stations (Stns 9
more than 10 detection days, turtles tended to remain
and 7 again) for over 800 d.
close to the capture area, although analysis of indi-
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DISCUSSION
Scale of movement

Fig. 4. Locations of detections over time for 3 juvenile hawksbill turtles, each
exhibiting 1 of 3 movement patterns: high residency (Turtle M; top panel), sequential residency (K; center panel), or transient behavior (S; bottom panel).
Highly resident individuals were detected for the majority of their transmission period around 1 receiver, while sequential residents were detected for
weeks or months around multiple receivers. Transient turtles were detected
at multiple stations within the array and were only detected at each receiver
for a few days

In general, we observed a considerable level of site fidelity to the study
site among juvenile hawksbills within
this regionally important developmental foraging habitat, yet individuallevel variation in movement patterns
was evident over time scales of months
to years. Comparison of our results with
those of previous studies that used
alternative methods for monitoring
can be challenging, largely due to considerable differences in tracking duration. Most studies that have evaluated
the home range and displacement
of juvenile hawksbills tracked individuals over short periods of time (days
to weeks) and subsequently found
small home ranges and displacements
(Table 1).
Studies that have tracked individuals over longer durations also found
greater area utilization, suggesting
that short-term monitoring may preclude true evaluation of the extent of
movements. The previous assessment
of the home range of juvenile hawksbills at LRA by Scales et al. (2011) suggests that some turtles at this site use a
much larger area than those tracked in
other habitats.
Our findings suggest that, while site
fidelity is generally high for many individuals, movements over greater distances are not uncommon. Long-term
tracking could therefore be critical in
revealing these variations in movements and habitat utilization.

Patterns of movement

Fig. 5. Activity patterns of 3 monitored juvenile hawksbill turtles (Turtles I, N,
and P) that showed very similar movement patterns over a period of almost
2 yr. Ellipses highlight the first simultaneous migration of the turtles from Stn 7
to Stn 5. Outside of these coordinated appearances, each individual transmitter was also detected at other stations in the array, suggesting unique individual movements outside of coordinated movements (rectangles)

Distinct diel variation in the number
of detections received is most likely
attributable to nocturnal resting under
coral ledges, where receivers are unable to detect acoustic signals from
transmitters (van Dam & Diez 1997,
Blumenthal et al. 2009b, Okuyama et
al. 2010, Witt et al. 2010, Hart et al.
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Table 1. Summary of results from studies analyzing home range and/or displacement of juvenile and adult hawksbill turtles Eretmochelys
imbricata at foraging sites. SCL: straight carapace length, CCL: curved carapace length, CMR: capture-mark-recapture, MCP: minimum
convex polygon, KDE: kernel density estimate, UD: utilized distribution. Gaps indicate that variable was not assessed
Turtle size (cm)

Home range (km2)

28.7−35.6 (SCL)
33.0−48.6 (CCL)
37.6−50.4 (SCL)
27.1−51.6 (SCL)
20.0−56.7 (SCL)
26.4−58.4 (SCL)

0.15−0.55 (MCP)
0.05−1.1 (MCP)
0.07−0.14 (MCP)

51.9−69.8 (SCL)
49.1−70.6 (SCL)
88−90 (CCL)
74−93 (CCL)
86.0−106.5 (CCL)

Displacement
(km)

Time scale
(d)

Method

Sample
size

Reference

15−60
6−25
11−16
10−12
9−1118
11−316

Radio telemetry
Active acoustic telemetry
Active acoustic telemetry
CMR
CMR
CMR

6
19
3
5
87
21

Berube et al. (2012)
Scales et al. (2011)
van Dam & Diez (1998)
van Dam & Diez (1997)
van Dam & Diez (1998)
Blumenthal et al. (2009b)

9.2−21.5 (50% KDE)

320−884

3

Hart et al. (2012)

1.1−19.0 (MCP)
0.01−1.2 (95% KDE)
1.96−49.5 (MCP)
0.86−27.63 (90% UD)
0.06−5.86 (50% UD)
225.7−2192.3 (MCP)
91.8−286.9 (50% UD)

102−429

Satellite telemetry,
passive acoustic
Satellite telemetry

6

Wood et al. (2017)

225−540
2.1−409.9

Satellite telemetry
Satellite telemetry

4
11

Horrocks et al. (2001)
Gaos et al. (2012)

116−722

Satellite telemetry

15

Marcovaldi et al. (2012)

0.45−8.4
0.69−1.42
0.1−0.3
0.0−5.22
0.06−2.08
(10 km, n = 1)

2012, R. T. Graham unpubl. data, M. G. Chevis pers.
obs.). Additionally, resting locations may have been
in areas outside the range of the receivers and away
from foraging sites, a characteristic previously found
in juvenile green turtles (Ogden et al. 1983, Blumenthal et al. 2010).
Turtles generally showed site fidelity to LRA and
specifically to the area close to their capture sites, but
several individuals also spent time in other areas of
the atoll. Of particular interest were individual-level
variations in movement patterns, which leads to further questions regarding how the regional population uses this habitat and the ecological mechanisms
underlying different behaviors. This evidence adds
to that found in other sites within the Caribbean
(Moncada et al. 2012, Revuelta et al. 2015), suggesting that locally increased marine protection in the area
might positively impact this species and also lead to
hawksbills being used as an alternate umbrella species for coral reefs (Weng et al. 2015).
Turtles showing sequential residency and exploratory behaviors exhibited periods of high site
fidelity, but also made small-scale migrations within
their overall foraging site. Small-scale movements
between sites could be linked to differences in foraging preferences, strategies prompted by competition
in resources from conspecifics, differences in the
availability or quality of resources, ontogenetic shifts
in habitat, threats from predators, human disturbance, or even behavioral differences linked to individual personality (Bolnick et al. 2003, Bowler & Benton 2005, Meylan et al. 2011, Wilson & Krause 2012).

Effectiveness of passive acoustic telemetry
Using a long-term acoustic array conferred several
advantages in generating an understanding of hawksbill spatial ecology. Although our measurements of
spatial displacement cannot be considered as equivalent to the true distances traveled by turtles, since a
detection at a station meant the animal was within a
range that could span several hundred meters (Kessel
et al. 2014), these metrics have enabled comparisons
of movements among individuals within this study
and are a useful proxy for range of movement.
Many of the turtles in this study were monitored
over several years, supporting previous hypotheses
that hawksbills exhibit site fidelity to foraging areas
for substantial periods of time. However, analysis of
these data has revealed several caveats to this
methodology and specifically the setup of this array.
Although the detections from 13 individuals provided enough data to discern patterns of movement
and calculate residency, there were limited or no
detections from 9 individuals. Lack of detections
could be due to tag shedding, receiver failure, turtle
dispersal or mortality, the large distances between
receivers combined with limited range, or a combination of several or all of these factors.
Four individuals exhibited behavior characterized
as ‘highly residential,’ as they were detected for the
majority of their transmission period around 1 receiver. It should be noted that, since the turtles monitored in this study were not visually located periodically, it is uncertain whether these transmitters were
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still attached to turtles or had fallen off within the
vicinity of a receiver and continued to transmit until
tag failure or water currents moved them outside of
the range of the receiver.
The movements of each turtle included ‘gap periods’ during which no receiver within the array
detected that transmitter. These gaps varied from a
few days to several weeks or even longer, such as in
the case of Turtle H, whose first and last detections
spanned >1 yr. Although the batteries for each receiver were changed at least annually, and usually
semi-annually, battery failure could have accounted
for these gaps in detections. Acoustic interference or
limited detection range resulting from competing noise
or changes in environmental conditions or transmitter error could also have affected detections (Hazel
2009, Kessel et al. 2015). As found in other species,
typically at higher latitudes (Fukuoka et al. 2015),
individuals could have left the atoll for periods of
time before returning again. Since none of the hawksbills monitored in this study were large enough to be
considered breeding adults, it is unlikely that they
moved to breeding or nesting grounds, but perhaps
were using habitat in parts of LRA not within range
of a receiver.
Range tests conducted for receiver stations at LRA
indicate a maximum range radius of 125 m at the
sites of highest habitat rugosity, with depth of the
receiver significantly affecting detection range (J. P.
Lewis unpublished data). Similar studies assessing
acoustic receivers in coral reef habitats found detection ranges varied between 90 and 200 m, with environmental conditions considerably affecting detectability of a transmitter (Welsh et al. 2012, Kessel
et al. 2014). The extensive spacing between receivers
in the current study causes difficulty in fully understanding the movements of turtles tracked here.
Acoustic receivers installed at LRA were originally
meant to monitor the movements of large groupers
and sharks that covered forereef coral reef promontory and non-promontory sites. Receivers located in
the atoll’s northeast corner (nos. 17 and 18) were
specifically established in close proximity to one
another to provide more comprehensive coverage of
a spawning aggregation of N assau grouper Epinephelus striatus. For a more thorough understanding of the fine-scale movement of turtles at LRA,
stations would need to be much closer or form a
grid-like pattern that would cover multiple habitat
types across the atoll. However, the installation and
maintenance of an array of that size would require
significantly more time and resources than are currently available.

Synchronous movements
The 3 individuals with synchronized movements
lasting nearly 2 yr (Fig. 5) present a perplexing phenomenon and raise questions about the dynamics of
hawksbill social behavior. Multiple detections were
received from each transmitter during each detection
day, eliminating false detections, and the diel variations of all 3 turtles followed the general diurnal
activity pattern seen in the other monitored turtles
(although all 3 were unique). Ideally, intermittent
sightings of tracked individuals would confirm that
detections such as these are valid, provide insight
into gap periods in turtles’ movements, and determine loss of transmitters. This was not possible in this
case as the reason for using passive acoustic monitoring techniques was due to the remoteness and logistical challenges of operating at the site. There are still
many aspects of turtle behavior that we have yet to
fully understand. N on-breeding interactions among
adult (Schofield et al. 2007) and juvenile (in captivity:
Higgins 2003) marine turtles have previously been
documented, but these events were generally short
and aggressive in nature. However, Schofield et al.
(2009) found that adult loggerhead turtles at an internesting site in the Mediterranean congregate in
selected areas due to preference for warmer microhabitats. Although examples of social behavior and
synchronous movements among juvenile hawksbills
have so far not been documented, our data suggest
that there is potential interaction among individuals.
Additional data on factors that could have initiated
this behavior, such as increased fishing pressure in
the area, predator presence, and changes in food
availability or environmental conditions would also
provide insight into these movements.

Future directions
Movements of turtles can be linked with predation
(Heithaus et al. 2008, Hammerschlag et al. 2015), environmental change (Pike 2008, Schofield et al. 2009),
or anthropogenic pressure, to distinguish what factors affect turtle foraging, migration, and development (Taquet et al. 2006, Heithaus 2013). While our
study has provided valuable data regarding the
movements of juvenile hawksbill turtles around an
offshore developmental habitat, other methods of
long-term monitoring, such as satellite telemetry and
stable isotope analysis, would permit insights even if
tracked individuals were to leave the atoll (Shimada
et al. 2014). Technological advances aside, with suffi-
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cient commitment of time and resources, there is also
much still to be gained from traditional capturemark-recapture methods (Patrício et al. 2014). What
will ultimately enable a more complete understanding of the niche that hawksbills fill within reef ecosystems is an integrative approach, in which multiple
methods, populations, and locations are used to fill
the gaps in ecology (Hart & Hyrenbach 2009, Godley
et al. 2010, Scales et al. 2011). This study demonstrates that passive acoustic telemetry using fixed
receiver arrays could prove to be an important component of this integrated approach, generating detailed insights into movements over timescales of
months to years, and providing valuable data on the
variation in spatial utilization among individuals.
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